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PLANNING COMMISSION 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 July 19, 2016 

Held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington, MI 49431 
 

 

Board members present:  Busch, Hinman, Kmetz, Nordlund, Perry, and Romansik. 

Member absent:  Pope (excused) 

Also present:  Terry Wahr and Kristin Lange 

Present for a portion of the meeting:  Paul Keson and Don Bradley. 
 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Nordlund. 

Moved by Romansik, seconded by Hinman to approve the minutes of the June 21, 2016 meeting as presented.   

Motion carried. 
 

BUSINESS SESSION 

Public Comments – NONE 

Communications – 1. Mike Romansik: Letter of resignation as Planning Commission member as he is moving out of state. 

Nordlund stated that with a focus on the review of the Comprehensive Plan during tonight’s meeting, he would like to 

delete Work Session from the agenda.   

Moved by Hinman, seconded by Perry to amend the agenda by deleting the Work Session.  Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Update of Comprehensive Plan – Comments regarding updated Draft Plan, dated February 2016. 

Moved by Kmetz, seconded by Hinman to open the public hearing at 6:36 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 

Nordlund read “The notice of the public hearing was published in the Ludington Daily News on Saturday, July 2, 2016 

and has been posted on the bulletin board located at the entrance of the Town Hall.  Entities who received the Notice of 

Intent to Plan were notified of the public hearing by first class letter.” 
 

Nordlund opened the floor for public comments: 

1. Paul Keson stated that he had received several positive remarks on the updated Comprehensive Plan and that 

he appreciated the work that the Planning Commission has put into the review process over the past two 

years. 
 

Busch presented three written communications listing suggested revisions for the Draft Plan: 

1. Paul Keson:  List included grammatical or fact corrections to consider. 

2. Sara McCallum:  List included grammatical and fact corrections as well as clearer language to consider in a 

couple sections of the Plan. 

3. Rachelle Enbody:  List included grammatical and fact corrections to consider. 
 

Moved by Perry, seconded by Romansik to close the public hearing at 6:41 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – NONE 
 

NEW BUSINESS  
Update of Comprehensive Plan – Review of comments received regarding the updated Draft Plan, dated February 2016. 

Members reviewed the lists of grammatical and fact corrections submitted by Keson, McCallum and Enbody.  

Moved by Hinman, seconded by Perry to approve the following list of revisions to the Updated Comprehensive Plan, 

dated February 2016: 
PAGE #  CHANGE TO BE MADE 

1 Change (2015) to (2016) 

    29  Delete as follows:  …land was first set aside…  

    29  Delete as follows:  …shortly after the turn of the 1900’s and insert century. 

    29  Add a comma as follows:  Mr. and Mrs. Phillips, who donated… 

    29  Delete as follows:  …In 1935, at the time of her death at age 95… 

    29  Delete and insert as follows:  There was an occasional burial after that, usually a family member who joined others  

  who were long since at rest.  While The cemetery wasn’t actively used, it remained open until all the burial spaces  
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  were filled – or at least purchased… AND   The cemetery has effectively been  was re-opened in 2003 with the  

  addition in 2003 of a columbarium for cremated remains – virtually the only type of burial now allowed at Phillips  

  Cemetery. 

    29  Delete and insert as follows:  Peppered Scattered throughout the Township there are… 

    30  Delete and insert as follows:  Soils in most areas of the Township are conducive to the on-site disposal of   

  wastewater can support private, on-site septic systems. 

    31  Delete as follows:  Generally, the data used to compile this information was collected from the U.S. Census Bureau.  

  Population projections referenced… 

    33  Delete as follows:  Generally, the Township population is comparatively older than those of… 

    33  Delete as follows:  Educational attainment levels are generally increasing in Pere Marquette… 

    36  Delete as follows:  Generally, Incomes in the Township are not rising as quickly… 

    39  Delete as follows:  With this industrial park nearly filled to capacity, the Township has moved on to create another  

  new incentive for local business.  Please insert:  The park has been successful at attracting businesses and has  

  contributed a needed component of economic development in the community. 

    39  Delete, move and insert as follows:  Using 77 acres of land purchased in 1998, Encouraged by the success of the  

  Sixth Street Industrial Park, the Township applied for another EDA grant to build a second business/industrial  

  park.  In 2004, the Township received that grant and immediately took steps to begin development of its high tech  

  First Street Business Park on 77 acres of land purchased in 1998.  Sites are prepared with infrastructure, state of  

  the art communications capabilities and class A roads… 

    40  Delete and insert as follows:  In addition to the development of industrial properties parks, Pere Marquette  

  Township has worked conscientiously with local businesses regarding offers property tax abatements and other as  

  an incentive for businesses to locate in the Township.  These considerations are in exchange for Abatements are  

  offered in consideration of the businesses’ monetary investment as well as their commitment to provide jobs in the  

  area community. 

    41  Insert brief explanation regarding a figure found in the table on page 40:  The relatively high vacancy and seasonal    

  housing rates are indicative of a sizable population that owns second, or vacation, homes in the Township.  The  

  significant change in the Seasonal, recreational, or occasional use figure in the previous table was primarily due  

  to the combining of numerous lots within the Vacation Station RV development. 
    42  For the final bullet point, delete and insert as follows:  Pere Marquette Township comprises a disproportionate  

  share of the tax base in the County and most of that is concentrated in a few industrial properties.  While there is  

  nothing in this report to suggest any change in the status of these properties, care must be taken to avoid becoming  

  vulnerable to an economic downturn in one industrial segment. This situation would usually call for concern about 

  vulnerability in the case of economic downturn.  Fortunately, the highest concentration of tax base in the  

  Township is in the utilities sector and is uniquely insulated from most of the effects of economic fluctuations. 

    45  Delete as follows:  …the Township created the First Street Business Park which supplies the latest infrastructure for 

  businesses looking to locate in the area… 

    49  Insert and delete as follows:  …LMTA provides bus transportation services within the cities of Ludington and  

  Scottville and as well as Pere Marquette and Amber Townships through a demand-response… 

    50  Delete and insert as follows:  One way to address the need for improved non-motorized transportation options  

  would be for the Township to consider adopting a Complete Streets resolution to declare its support of Complete  

  Streets policies and design considerations in future transportation projects.  The Township adopted its Complete  

  Streets Resolution in August 2011. 

    50  Delete entire paragraph under “Water” and replace with:  Water service is provided in some portions of the  

  Township north of the Pere Marquette River.  Township residents not served by public water rely on private wells.  

  The Township maintains two water systems:  the Pere Marquette Purchased Water System; and the Pere  

  Marquette Ground Water System.  The Township has an agreement with the City of Ludington through which  

  the City supplies water for the Township Purchased Water System.  The City of Ludington draws water from a  

  lake-bed intake in Lake Michigan, and they maintain a treatment facility and distribution system.  The   

  Township’s Ground Water System is sourced by water supplied by Township-owned wells.  The Township  

  maintains its own treatment facility, elevated storage and distribution lines.  Pere Marquette Township also has  

  an agreement with Amber Township to supply water service to some properties located in Amber Township.  A  

  map of the Township water distribution system can be found on page 52. 

    52  Verify if additional blue shading should be added to the Water Availability map along Rasmussen  Road—the water  

  service line is shown but no shading for Water Service Availability. 

    54  Delete as follows: …on Lake Michigan, and the new Hemlock course located on the north edge… 

    55  Delete and insert as follows:  …an 18.5 acre, state-licensed campground providing 22 group and 22 primitive 60  

  individual campsites, restrooms…. 

    55  Delete as follows:  Sutton’s Landing Park is a 34 acre parcel maintained by the Township Park Commission and is  

  located across Iris Road from the Township Hall. 
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    55  Insert and delete as follows:  Memorial Tree Park is located in the northern portion of the Township, the Township  

  Park Commission maintains Memorial Tree Park as and is a 27 acre, all season park that includes an athletic  

  field…  AND  …Memorial Tree Park is a favorite spot for outdoor weddings. 

    56  Delete and insert as follows:  …the Township’s administrative offices.  Pere Marquette is one of the few Township  

  offices in the area to keep regular business hours and keeps regular business hours and to provide residents and the  

  public with a centralized location for their Township- oriented needs.  In addition to a comprehensive and active  

  website for the residents, the Township publishes an informational newsletter several times per year, and provides  

  easy easier access to Township services, officials and staff. 

    56  Delete and insert as follows: …Fire Department consisting of approximately twenty firefighters, some most of whom 

  are trained as medical… AND  …a meeting room for the Fire Department and modest recreational and   

  recuperative facilities for the volunteer firefighters. 

    57  Delete and insert as follows:  …The arrangement saves both time and costs for the Troopers as well as providing  

  provides more efficient State Police coverage for Mason County. 

No further discussion.  Motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE UPDATED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 

 WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, MCL 125.3801 (MPEA) authorizes the Planning Commission 

to prepare a Comprehensive Plan for the use, development and preservation of all lands in the Township; and 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission prepared a proposed updated Comprehensive Plan and submitted the plan 

to the Township Board for review and comment; and 

 WHEREAS, on May 10, 2016, the Pere Marquette Township Board received and reviewed the proposed updated 

Comprehensive Plan prepared by the Planning Commission and authorized distribution of the updated Comprehensive 

Plan to the Notice Group entities identified in the Michigan Planning Enabling Act; and 

 WHEREAS, notice was provided to the Notice Group entities as provided in the Michigan Planning Enabling 

Act; and 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on July 19, 2016 to consider public comment on the 

proposed updated Comprehensive Plan, and to further review and comment on the proposed updated Comprehensive 

Plan; and 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that the proposed updated Comprehensive Plan is desirable and 

proper and furthers the use, preservation, and development goals and strategies of the Township; 

 THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Adoption of 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update.  The Planning Commission hereby approves and adopts the 

proposed 2016 Comprehensive Plan Update, including all of the chapters, figures, maps and tables contained 

therein, as well as the changes noted in the minutes of the July 19, 2016 meeting. 

2. Distribution to Township Board and Notice Group.  Pursuant to MCL 125.3843 the Township Board has 

not asserted by resolution its right to approve or reject the proposed updated Comprehensive Plan and 

therefore the approval granted herein is the final step for adoption of the plan as provided in MCL 125.3843 

and therefore the plan is effective as of July 19, 2016.  In addition, the Planning Commission approves 

distribution of the adopted amendments to the Township Board and Notice Group. 

3. Findings of Fact.  The Planning Commission has made the foregoing determination based on a review of 

existing land uses in the Township, a review of the existing Comprehensive Plan provisions and maps, input 

received from the Township Board and public hearing, and with the assistance of LIAA, a nonprofit 

community service and planning organization and its Resilient Ludington Project, and finds that the updated 

Comprehensive Plan will accurately reflect and implement the Township’s goals and strategies for the use, 

preservation, and development of lands in Pere Marquette Charter Township. 

4. Effective Date.  The Comprehensive Plan Update shall be effective as of the date of adoption of this 

resolution. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Busch and supported by Romansik. 

Upon roll call vote, the following voted: 

 Ayes: Hinman, Kmetz, Nordlund, Perry, Romansik, and Busch 

 Nays: NONE 

 Member absent: Pope  

Resolution declared adopted. 
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REPORTS 

Township Board – Kmetz reported that the board appointed Rachelle Enbody as the delegate to the annual MERS 

conference, accepted Romansik’s letter of resignation from the Planning Commission and approved an updated slate of 

officers for the Fire Department. 

Building / Zoning Department – Wahr reviewed preliminary comments from the attorney regarding the draft sidewalk 

ordinance. 

Code Enforcement – No Report. 

Zoning Board of Appeals - Busch reported that a variance request was granted for a front yard setback reduction for a 

corner lot in the Timber Hill Subdivision. 
 

WORK SESSION – Deleted from agenda. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – NONE 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Romansik, seconded by Perry to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.   

Meeting adjourned by Chairman Nordlund at 8:05 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Doug Busch, Secretary      Kristin Lange, Recording Secretary   

 
 

 


